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CREATING A REVOLUTION IN BIOTECH-BASED DIAGNOSTICS

For our investors, current news and developments in key areas of the medical diagnostics field.

Epinex G1A™ Test Featured in Medical Device Daily
The Epinex G1A™ test was the subject of the lead article in the October 31st, 2006 edition of Medi-
cal Device Daily, the subscription newspaper of record for the high-tech medical technology industry. 
MDD is relied on by thousands of industry insiders every business morning. 

 Prominent Diabetes Blog 
Advocates G1A™  Test 
TheDiabetesBlog.com receives 
over 300,000 unique hits per day

Bridging The Gap To Reduce 
Diabetic Complications

Allie Beatty 
Oct. 20, 2006

The hemoglobin A1c has been regarded 
as the undisputed champion for measure-
ment of glycemic control...until now. Those 
of us running from diabetic complications 
understand the necessity of this test. Wait-
ing 3 months (or more) gives these glycated 
red blood cells a lot of time to play havoc 
with our small blood vessels, over time re-
sulting in a quagmire of diabetic complica-
tions. Glycation is the cause of the long-
term complications of diabetes. There is 
a gap between the data provided by daily 
blood glucose testing and the information 
on the long-term health of the diabetic pa-
tient supplied by the HbA1c test.

Epinex Diagnostics developed the G1A 
to measure the albumin in the blood, not 
the hemoglobin...in contrast to daily blood 
glucose and semi-annual A1c testing, the 
G1A glycated albumin index offers a more 
accurate predictor of glycation by testing 
once a month, instead of testing the A1c 
every 3 or 6 months.

I’m not sure about you, but if someone 
said they know of a way to manage my 
diabetes that is more effective, less time 
consuming, and allows for earlier thera-
peutic intervention-- sign me up! The G1A 
has the potential to become the new in-
dustry standard for diabetes management. 
Ask your doctor if he or she has heard of 
it yet.
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Report from Europe

IMI adds EUR15M to pursue
retinal implant clinical trials
By DON LONG
Medical Device Daily Managing Editor
And MDD Staff Reports

Intelligent Medical Implants (IMI; Zug, Switzerland), a
privately-held neurostimulation company, reported raising
EUR15 million in a Series B financing led by Global Life Science
Ventures and Abingworth Management. Existing investors,
including the Series A lead investor PolyTechnos, and a new
investor, Quantum Technology Partners, also participated. 

Stephen McCormack of GLSV has become chairman of
IMI, and Timothy Haines, a partner at Abingworth, has
joined the company’s board.

IMI, with an R&D subsidiary IIP-Technologies (IIP; Bonn,
Germany), is developing the Intelligent Retinal Implant System
(IRIS), which provides some visual perception to blind people. 

The company says that the technology is best suited
for patients with degenerative diseases such as retinitis
pigmentosa and macular degeneration.

Epinex develops prototype for
monthly Type 2 diabetes test
By KAREN YOUNG
Medical Device Daily Staff Writer

Development-stage company Epinex Diagnostics
(Irvine, California) said it has completed the development
of a proof-of-concept prototype for a monthly rapid test to
monitor Type 2 diabetes.

The company said such a test might provide informa-
tion sooner to diabetics about whether or not they are
doing a good job of managing their blood glucose levels by
providing a measurement of glycated albumin, compared to
total albumin in a person’s bloodstream. It says that albu-
min is the most abundant protein in the bloodstream and is
subject to damage by excess levels of sugar in the blood.

“[Our test] measures serum protein glycation, specifically
glycated albumin, and compares it to total serum albumin;
that’s how it gives an index as a percentage,” David Trasoff,
PhD, director of communications at Epinex, told Medical Device

A 60 Minutes focus

Brain’s Area 25 probed in fight
versus severest depression
By AMANDA PEDERSEN
Medical Device Daily Staff Writer

New experimental types of brain implants are offering
hopeful possibilities for the millions of people diagnosed
with the most severe cases of depression.

According to the National Institute of Mental
Health, a unit of the National Institutes of Health,
nearly 18 million American adults are affected by depres-
sion, and millions suffer from a disabling form of the disor-
der known as treatment-resistant depression (TRD). For
them, neither antidepressant drugs nor psychotherapy —
not even shock therapy — have worked.

But researchers are now experimenting with deep
brain stimulation (DBS), targeting a region of the brain
known as Brodmann Area 25 — or just Area 25 — in hopes
of being able to treat major depression. 

Cook receives FDA approval for 
large-neck AAA graft system
By HOLLAND JOHNSON
Medical Device Daily Associate Managing Editor

Cook (Bloomington, Indiana) has received FDA
approval for its new 36 mm Zenith Flex AAA endovascular
graft system for the treatment of abdominal aortic
aneurysms (AAA), company officials reported last week. 

The new device is designed to provide a minimally-
invasive treatment option for patients with large abdomi-
nal aortic neck diameters who previously may not have
been candidates for endovascular aortic repair (EVAR). 

With FDA clearance of the system — which includes the
36mm Zenith Flex AAA Endovascular Graft and the 22
French H&L-B One-Shot Introduction System with Flexor
Sheath and Captor Hemostatic Valve — Cook said that
physicians can offer an endovascular solution for the inter-
ventional treatment of AAA in large aortic necks ranging
from 29 mm to 32 mm in diameter. 

Barry Thomas, director of endovascular therapies for
Cook, told Medical Device Daily that this new device will
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EPINEX ISSUES PRESS RELEASE FOR G1A™ TEST
On October 23rd, 2006 Epinex issued a press release through Biomedical Market News to 
a database of 250,000 email addresses in the biomedical market space. The release, New 
Monthly Rapid Test To Monitor Diabetes Developed, generated over 120,000 hits to the 
Epinex web site. Our information was viewed by government agencies, health care institu-
tions, universities and major pharmaceutical and medical device companies, including: 
Agilent, BristolMeyerSquibb, Siemens, Roche, the US Dept. of Health & Human Services, 
the American Society of Health System Pharmacists, Cincinnati Children’s Hospital, St. 
Jude Hospital, John Muir Health Hospital, Vancouver General Hospital-Canada, Robert 
Koch Institute-Germany, Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, London Health Science Cen-
ter-Canada, and the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center.
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• The full text of the article is available on the Epinex web site •








